20.07.070  EA-01 (Easement standards).
This easement standards section applies to the following types of development:





(a) General. All proposed plats submitted for approval under the provisions of Chapter 20.06, Subdivision Regulations shall allocate sufficient easement areas for features including, but not limited to drainage, utilities, tree preservation, environmental conservation, pedestrian access, vehicular access, and transit facilities, wherever necessary. All easements and corresponding utility location plans shall be approved prior to the approval of the plat. For features required to be in an easement but not required to be within common area, maintenance shall generally be the responsibility of the lot owner, except as expressly provided otherwise in this title or in the development approval. A grant of authority to the city to enter upon an easement for purposes of inspection, maintenance and/or repair of a feature within the easement shall not be construed as relieving the owner or owners of such responsibility. A facilities plan shall also be provided in accordance with Section 20.07.090, FC-01 (Facilities plan standards). 

(b) Recording of Easements. All necessary easements shall be clearly identified on final plats and shall be recorded per processes as defined within Chapter 20.09, Processes, Permits and Fees of the Unified Development Ordinance and shall include a definition consistent with subsection (e), Easement Types, of this section. 

(c) Existing Easements. All proposed plats shall clearly identify all existing easements on the property, including dimensions, bearings, and recorded instrument numbers. 

(d) Environmental Features. All areas that are determined not to be developable per Chapter 20.05, EN (Environmental Standards) shall be placed within preservation/conservation easements on the plat. 

(e) Easement Types. Unless specifically defined on an approved plat or by condition of plat approval, the following requirements shall apply to these easements: 

(1) Sanitary Sewer Easement. 

(A) Shall allow the city utilities department exclusive access for installation, maintenance, repair, or removal of sanitary sewer facilities. 

(B) Encroachment by other utilities is prohibited, unless such encroachment is approved by the city utilities department in conjunction with the preliminary plat. Upon written permission from the city utilities department, encroachments may be permitted after the recording of the final plat. 

(C) Trees and structures including, but not limited to, buildings, fences, retaining walls, and light fixtures, shall not be located within sanitary sewer easements. 

(D) Grading activity shall be prohibited within sanitary sewer easements without written permission from the city utilities department. 

(E) Signs shall not be located within sanitary sewer easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) and is further authorized by the city. 

(2) Waterline Easement. 

(A) Shall allow the city utilities department exclusive access for installation, maintenance, repair, or removal of potable water facilities. 

(B) Encroachment by other utilities is prohibited, unless such encroachment is approved by the city utilities department in conjunction with the preliminary plat. Upon written permission from the city utilities department, encroachments may be permitted after the recording of the final plat. 

(C) Trees and structures including, but not limited to, buildings, fences, retaining walls, signs, and light fixtures, shall not be located within waterline easements. 

(D) Grading activity shall be prohibited within waterline easements without written permission from the city utilities department. 

(E) Signs shall not be located within waterline easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) or is further authorized by the city. 

(3) Drainage Easement. 

(A) Shall be required for any surface swales or other minor improvements that are intended for maintenance by the lots on which they are located. 

(B) Shall prohibit any alteration within the easement that would hinder or redirect flow. 

(C) Shall provide that the owner of the lot on which the easement is placed shall be responsible for maintenance of the drainage features within such easement. 

(D) Shall be enforceable by the city utilities department and by owners of properties that are adversely affected by conditions within the easement. 

(E) Shall allow the city utilities department to enter upon the easement for the purpose of maintenance, to charge the costs of such maintenance to the responsible parties, to construct drainage facilities within the easement, and to assume responsibility for the drainage features at its discretion. 

(F) Signs shall not be located within drainage easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) or is further authorized by the city. 

(4) Utility Easement. 

(A) Shall allow both private and public utility providers access associated with the installation, maintenance, repair, or removal of utility facilities. 

(B) Prohibits the placement of any unauthorized obstruction within the easement area. 

(C) Signs shall not be located within utility easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) or is further authorized by the city. 

(5) Pedestrian Easement. 

(A) Grants the general public the right to access the pedestrian easement for purposes of walking, running, bicycling, skating, or utilizing certain classes of nonmotorized vehicles. 

(B) Grants the city the right to construct, alter, repair, maintain, or remove improvements within the easement area. 

(C) Prohibits the placement of any obstruction within the pedestrian easement. 

(D) Signs shall not be located within pedestrian easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) or is further authorized by the city. 

(6) Transit Facility Easement. 

(A) Grants the public transit authority the right to construct, alter, repair, maintain, or remove structures to be used for awaiting, boarding, or exiting public transportation. 

(B) Grants the general public the right to utilize the transit facility easement for the purposes of awaiting, boarding, or exiting public transportation. 

(C) Prohibits anyone other than the public transportation authority from placing any structures within the transit facility easement. 

(D) Signs shall not be located within transit facility easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) or is further authorized by the city. 

(7) Karst Conservancy Easement. 

(A) Prohibits any land-disturbing activities, including the placement of a fence, within the easement area. Mowing is allowed within the easement area. 

(B) Allows the removal of dead or diseased trees that pose a safety risk or impede drainage as well as allowing the removal of exotic invasive species, only after first obtaining written approval from the planning and transportation department. 

(C) Grants the city the right to enter the property to inspect the easement and alter or repair the karst feature. 

(D) All Karst Conservancy Easements shall be identified with public signs located along the boundary of the easement. Public signs shall be placed at intervals of no more than two hundred feet, and each public sign shall be a maximum of one and one-half square feet in area. A minimum of one public sign is required, regardless of easement size. 

(E) Any use of pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers is prohibited within the easement area. 

(F) Allows, in cases where removal of exotic invasive species is proposed, the restoration of disturbed areas with native plant material. Written approval from the planning and transportation department is required prior to any proposed restoration. 

(G) Signs shall not be located within Karst Conservancy Easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) or is further authorized by the city. 

(8) Tree Preservation Easement. 

(A) Prohibits the removal of any tree over six inches dbh within the easement area. 

(B) Allows the removal of dead or diseased trees that pose a safety risk or impede drainage as well as allowing the removal of exotic invasive species, only after first obtaining written approval from the planning and transportation department. 

(C) All tree preservation easements shall be identified with public signs located along the boundary of the easement. Public signs shall be placed at intervals of no more than two hundred feet, and each public sign shall be a maximum of one and one half square feet in area. A minimum of one public sign is required, regardless of easement size. 

(D) Allows, in cases where removal of exotic invasive species is proposed, the restoration of disturbed areas with native plant material. Written approval from the planning and transportation department is required prior to any proposed restoration. 

(E) Signs shall not be located within tree preservation easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) or is further authorized by the city. 

(9) Tree Conservation Easement. 

(A) Prohibits the removal of any tree and the placement of a fence within the easement area. 

(B) Allows the removal of dead or diseased trees that pose a safety risk or impede drainage as well as allowing the removal of exotic invasive species, only after first obtaining written approval from the planning and transportation department. 

(C) All tree conservation easements shall be identified with public signs located along the boundary of the easement. Public signs shall be placed at intervals of no more than two hundred feet, and each public sign shall be a maximum of one and one-half square feet in area. A minimum of one public sign is required, regardless of easement size. 

(D) Allows, in cases where removal of exotic invasive species is proposed, the restoration of disturbed areas with native plant material. Written approval from the planning and transportation department is required prior to any proposed restoration. 

(E) Signs shall not be located within tree conservation easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) or is further authorized by the city. 

(10) Conservancy Easement. 

(A) Prohibits any land-disturbing activities including the placement of a fence, or alteration of any vegetative cover, including mowing, within the easement area. 

(B) Allows the removal of dead or diseased trees that pose a safety risk or impede drainage as well as allowing the removal exotic invasive species, only after first obtaining written approval from the planning and transportation department. 

(C) All conservancy easements shall be identified with public signs located along the boundary of the easement. Public signs shall be placed at intervals of no more than two hundred feet, and each public sign shall be a maximum of one and one-half square feet in area. A minimum of one public sign is required, regardless of easement size. 

(D) Allows, in cases where removal of exotic invasive species is proposed, the restoration of disturbed areas with native plant material. Written approval from the planning and transportation department is required prior to any proposed restoration. 

(E) Signs shall not be located within conservancy easements unless the sign is a public sign authorized by Section 20.05.079(f)(1) or is further authorized by the city. 

(11) Other. Other easements may be required by the plan commission to preserve features or functions unique to a given property and shall be defined on the recorded plat. 

(Ord. 06-24 § 3 (part), 2006). 

(Ord. No. 09-12, 9-16-2009; Ord. No. 14-12, § 3, 7-9-2014; Ord. No. 16-01, §§ 17—33, 5-18-2016)
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